General Assembly Second Committee (Economic and Financial)
Burkina Faso
The issues before the General Assembly Second Committee meetings are:

1. Economic and Financial Crisis: Impact on achieving the Millennium Development Goals
2. Climate Change and Post-Kyoto Arrangements: A Big Challenge to the Achievements of the Millennium Development Goals

1. Economic and Financial Crisis: Impact on achieving the Millennium Development Goals
Burkina Faso has participated in resolving development problems in African countries even though it is one of the poorest countries in the world. However, faced with the current economic crisis, our country is really in need of international cooperation and a strong bond of partnership with developed countries in order to resolve the problem of poverty nationally as well as internationally and in achieving the Millennium Development goals effectively by 2015.   

   Our country is one of the poorest countries in the world with 577USD GDP and more than 50% of people living with less than 1.25USD a day and 81.2% of people living  on less than 2USD a day (2003). In fact, 46.6% of people are living under the poverty line (2003). In this sense, resolving the poverty problem in Burkina Faso is the most prioritized issue among the MDGs in our country. The government set the objective of reduction of absolute poverty as 30% by 2015 from 46% in 2003 although 23% in 2015 would be necessary for reaching the MDGs target. 

   However, even this less ambitious target seems to be even more demanding at the moment in light of the current economic crisis. As the UN Deputy Secretary-General said in Oct. 2008, “the current financial crisis, while which impacting all economies and exacerbating the suffering for millions, is menacing UN efforts to achieve the MDGs.” We have already seen it is having a greater impact on the developing countries than on other countries, resulting in decreased funds for development activities, fewer prospects for attainment of MDGs by 2015, and more importantly, RISING PVERTY LEVELS. Indeed, more than 100 million people have already been pushed back into poverty since the onset of the crisis. The MDGs report in 2009 showed that the proportion of employed people living on less than 1.25 dollars a day had droped to 64%. This is a drop of 6% since last year. 


  Our country is concerned about a resulting reduction in aid and financial assistance from rich countries in that a large part of the economic activity of our country is funded by international aid. However, the aid and funding might be cut and long-standing and costly efforts taken so far will have been in vain, according to the report of Secretary-General. 

   In order to limit the impact of the financial crisis on the achievement of the MDGs in Burkina Faso, our country needs to build a stronger partnership with developed countries. One of our efforts in this regard was at the G8 and AU summits in 2008, where the G8 and African partners issued for the first time a joint statement expressing their determination to build a stronger partnership to support national plans to improve access to water and sanitation in Africa. Also, more importantly to our country, Burkina Faso, the G8 and African partners acknowledged the importance of issuing with other countries present in L’Aquila a joint statement on global food security and of supporting the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme(CAADP) at the G8 summit meeting in 2009.

   For achieving this objective, 

- Our country has made many efforts to cooperate with the world community and is willing to continue to support efforts to effectively achieve the MDGs. 

- Our country needs major support from rich countries in that we did many efforts to make decent governance and policies to get ready to receive aids from the developed countries. Paul Collier also said that “Malawi, Burkina Faso, and Uganda should all be receiving massive budget support because governance is already somewhat reformed in these places” in his book ‘Bottom billion’. 

- Our country needs fairer trade for cotton for helping development nationally as a major cotton producer. 

- Our country is willing to support the idea of reform of the financial system, which the Secretary-General suggested in order to share powers by giving more voices and power to poor countries.

  To sum up, our country strongly believes that our active participation to increase international cooperation and assistance, especially with the developed countries is necessary to lift our country out of poverty in accordance with achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

2. Climate Change and Post-Kyoto Arrangements:
A Big Challenge to the Achievements of the Millennium Development Goals
 Burkina Faso ensures rights to land, forests, water, energy and livelihood for our poorest people. Also, our country is committed to integrating climate change initiatives into national MDG-based sustainable development plans as part of our contribution to global mitigation.  
   Our country is well aware of the seriousness of both climate change and global poverty. These issues must be combated simultaneously and we cannot take care of one without addressing the other. To this end, our nation ratified the Kyoto protocol in 2005 and we discussed the issue again in the G8 summit meeting in 2009. 

  Our country is really concerned to limit the effects of climate change on Burkina Faso in that agriculture is the main industry in our region. In fact, it is not possible to reduce the extreme poverty in our country without resolving the issue of climate change. While there are already existing challenges to produce crops in our dry and fragile environment, climate change is adding to this challenge.     

  Ms. Maria Netto warned in International Conference of Climate Change in Accra, Ghana in 2008, “Food security will be seriously undermined… The countries will also experience a reduction in children’s ability to participate in full time education,… and water borne diseases amongst other”, “We must therefore come up with concrete plans to curb climate change before it affects all of us in the developing countries.”  Having been informed by these reports, our nation, at the G8 summit in 2009, discussed the impact of climate change on African and agreed on the need to ensure that the specific concerns of developing countries are adequately addressed in the agreement to be reached at the UN Conference in Copenhagen. 

   In this manner, our nation has a strong commitment to support the integration of climate change initiatives into national MDG-based sustainable development plans as part of the contribution to global mitigation by ensuring rights to land, forests, water, energy and livelihood for our poorest people.
